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N the 21st day of November last
i portion of the rock toe at the up-
atream end of the Gatun Dam sank
about 20 feet. News of this oc
enrrence Immedintely started a wlde
diseneslon of the much-vexed question of

the safety of the structure on  which
the entlre lock-level plan of construc-
tlon dependa The matter was great-
ly exaggerated Dby the press, ooe of
the newspapers golng so far as to de
clare that the dlscovery had been mnade

of an enormous Jake underlying the Canal
Zone. This unfortunately not true,
otherwlse the conditlon would have nf
forded a slmple eolntlon to the problem
With a large subterranean lake avallable,
alt” that would be necessary would e to
garapo off the covering, or peel It off, as
one might a ple crust, and presto—a
ready-mode waterway at sea level or
lower. As a matter of fact, the trouble
dcoes not sexm (o bave been of a serlons
character, por such as ralse np-
prehenslons of the safety of the dam
elte The eommlission gave oot an em
phbatle statement to this effect, which was

wos

would

relnforced Ly a similar uiterance of the
chlef engloeer These ossurances would
bave been mors satlsfactory but for the
fact that Nr. Taft aonounced hls inten
tlon of investigating affalrs on the epot,
and thoe I'resldent appoloted a commis
glon of cngineers 1o sdccompany him.
More slgnificant xtlll was the declara-
tion of the Presldent, echoed by Mr

Taft, to the effect that In case condlitions
feemed to warrant it a change wauld be
made to the sea-level plan Consldering
that these two officlals responsible
for Congress baving adopted the
of ths minority of the Loard of consulting
engioeers fo favor of a lock-level capul,
thelr utterances 1 very much ke
& preparation of the publle for a change
of opinlon

It Is a dwquicting thought that eince
the French undertook the canal projeet,
80 years ago practically all the leading
engineers of the world bave bezen callea
upon to Ipvestigate and report oo the
gchome. Our predecessors bad thelr Co-
mite Technlgue and we our board of con
oulting englneers, both bodles composed
of Ioteroatlonal authoritles of the highest
repute lo andditlon, numerous experts

wera

report

looked

*exproessed

have mads esaminatlons of the ground
and the plans and have expressed thele
aplnlons The results, If eollected, svonla

il eeveral slzed volumes with the
most conficting concluslons. The trip of
another body of especlally appoloted engl
neers to the lathmus ralses the question
whether we are at all sure of our ground
or whether we are trying to justify our
gelyes In a course which Is contrary to
the welght of the best technleal advice
that has been given to vs. If the Gatun
Dam &lte Is as safe as the commisgsion de
clares It to be and no new complleations
have narlgen. (bhen the arguments which
swaved Congress In Its declslon to adopt
the lock-level plan are as potent today as
ever they were.

The Ideal waterway would be a stralr,
which wvessela could directly from
the ocenn and In which they could steam
freely. pass one another and torn ahout
Such a waterway I¢ entirely out of the
question. BEven though It were possibie
to construct {t, the cost wonld
great as to render it a beavily loslog In

good

enter

he o

estment for ull time As a matter of
fact, bowever, no canal through the Isth
mus of Papoma 18 practleable without
locks. The difference between high water
In one and the other ocenn Is 22 feet,
and, fallluz regulating works, the tide
through the canal would prevent naviga-
tlon during n large proportion of each
dny  The most lbera) plan for n ser
level canal contemplates no more than
from 15 (o 200 feet of hottom swidth,
anid 1t I1s admlitted that this would cost

twice ag much ag the proposed lock level
waterway and take twlee as long to
bulld, The forelgn members of the board
were unanimeus In favoring the sea level
type, and this may be explained by the
fact that In Europa the Suez Cannl s
tha standard of excellence. Furthermore,
very large locks are unknown In the
practice of European enginecrs, and they
serlons  dlstrust of the huge
structures contemploted. On  the other
hand, while there no wuch locks as
those proposed now in the Tnited States
the englneers helleve that the expericnce
f the large locka at the Soo and the
Welland Conoals fully Justify the adoption
of the plapns for those at Panoma The
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an argument agalost the lock-ievel water
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Ocenn

chunne], which extends several miles Infe

way, but It does pot appenr to be a very the ocenn ot elther end, 18 nearly o)
strong one. [t 14 true that a comparn miles. Of this only one-geventh g less
tively s=light shock might derange the than 20 feet In width, while ynore than

locke and obstruct pavigotion for o whiie, |
it wounld he opt to

convulsion “
work greater destruction upon the canal i
|

a vielent
on sea-level than that ot the S5-foot ele
vatlon. It must be remembered that in
connection with the former there must he
dums,
lHable to daomage by

slulees and

earth-

n number of
other works

levees,

quake

The main feature of the lock level plan
1s o large lake miles In ex
tent, "which will be formed by shutting
In the Chagres Valley by the Gatun Dam
and fmpounding the wnters of Lhe streams
that flow Into 1. This jakse will form
the snmmit level of the ecanal At the
Atlantie end of It a broad channel ahout

110 square

three mlles In length will lead into the
ocean The luke will afford apen naviga-
tlon for a dlstance of 23 miles, or mord
than half the total length of the water-
way. The Culebra Cul willl be traversed
by n chanpel 200 feet In width, and tbe
remalining distance will be maloly ocen

pled by a lake five miles ncross, flling o

depresslon betwesn the divide nopd the

was also advanced us ’ Pacltie
|
{
|

W feet wide or ove
BrieNy etated the reasgons advauced by
the board of consulting
engineers for thelr bellef that a lock eanal
Is the better one for the United States to

two-thirds of I |s

the minority of

Gronter en-

construct are as follows 1
paclty for tratlic than afforded by the nar
row waterway proposed by thé board 2

Greater safety for ships and less doanger
of Interruption to tratbe, by

wider

reason of the
and the
lock eannl makes possible at smaller cost
4. Quicker passage across the Isthmus for
Inrge ships or a large ernMe. 4. Materlal
Iy less time required for construction. 5
Muterlnlly

deeper channels which

less cost

1t Is to be boped that the question of
plan wlill be flually lald to rest by Con-
gress In s extra se m, and that the

work will be pushed to completion with-
any setbacks. But the mere
bullding of a canal at Panamn Is not the

out serlous

object In view. That Is bot a means to
an end. What are we golng to do with
the ecapal when It s 8plshed. If It were

to be opened tomerrow, It would be al-

27D PIA2T

The total length of the | most useless to us At least. It would be

of less pervice to Amerlea than to aoy
other commerelal natlon We bave oo
merchant marloe, to begln with, and un
less we remedy that defect before 1015 we

shall open o canal for the benett of Euro

pean mntries, with lttle advantage to
ourselves, Then we have no foothold in
the markets of the Orlent, and unless we
set nbout getilng one at once we shall
Hod oy Ives shut oul Great  Britalo
and Germany bave been making extra ef
forts to extend nand strengthen thedir
spheres of commereln]l influenes In the

East since we ondertook the construetlon
af the Panmwn Canal, and their mer
chants wonder at the supine Indifference
of the Amerlean monufacturer It will
not do for our people to take the attitude
that they will go after those markets
when the way is open. Whllst the orl-
ental trade Is n blghly profitable and de-
wirnble one, It fa a diMlenlt one to estab
sl Aslaties are extremely conserva-
tive and influenced by eustoms and preju-
dices of whlch we know nothing In
order to do businsss with them it 18 neo-
cysary to study thelr requlrements and
Inclinations and to galo thele confidence.

This takes tlme and patlenee—much mo
of hotlr than our shippers realize.  Amer-

3

X
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lenn mopufacturers who hope to  sell
gooda In Asla after the opening of the
Panama Cannl must get nbhout preparing

the ground now, If they are Lo enjoy any
appreclahle degree of succoess

Unless we enn make the cananl a paying
undertaking from the commerelal polnt of
view, it had hetter have been left alone
Awx a steategle ageney it will be of little
account. It will eopable us In time of

pence ta move our vessels expeditiously
from one slde of the Contloent to the
other, bot In case of war It may be mor»
detrlmental than useful. To fortify the

cnnal Is quite out of the question, or even
to gunrd It effectunlly, A stick of dyna-

I mite ln the haods of a Japancge Hobson,

would be soelent to wreck the
locks nt Cnton and put the enlire water-
out of Its neuntrality
will not be observed by a determined bel

In case of wor the power first
spot or having the strongest navy
and hold the canal. Iu the af-

sny,

wny commission
Hzerent
on the

will selze

falp with Russia Jopan showed an eoter
prising appreclation of the value of a
coup de guerre. Should she deslgn hostill-
ties vpon the United Statea she wouold,
hefore declnring war, prepare for a dash
to the Papama Canal, and If onr Acet
happened to bhe elsewhere, we might be
led to wish that we had never made a
cut through the lsthmus

FORBES LINDSAY.
Author of

“Pavama: The Tsthmus and the Canal "™
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The Credit of Man and
Wife.

HE woman who llves alone, wheth
c--r marrcled or uwpmarrled, 15, aslde

fromm some  exceptionable clreum-
stances, llable for all the ds she
obtalp on credit  1f she obtains this
credit by falee she 18 anlso
personally  liable to criminal ou
thorities
If., howerer,

mny
pretenses
the

the woman be marrled,

and llves with her husband, the man Is
still In civil law regarded as the hend
of the houschold and the responsible
person. The wlife, therefore, 15 recog-
nized ns his agent by the law and can
make him personally Hable for the debts

she contracts.  Primarily she herself 18
never luble, even (hough she has prop-
erty of her own and even earns wages
for herself by personal labor.

If however credit be extended to the
wife only, ns shown by the talks when the
credits are granted, or If the bllls are
made out In her name and the accounts
on the creditor's hooks be kept o her
nome, then she cnn be made individual-
1y Hable

But It must be elther the wife or the
busband to whom the credit is exteoded

The creditor cannot take a cholce of
them In a way to give him a clalm on
both of them, If the other prove Im-

possible to ecollect from

The husband 18 responsaible for neces-
sitles of Ilfe In every case. He 1z also
cesponsible for certaln sorts of things
which to the poorer classes of persons
would be consldered by the conrts as
luxurfes. It may be taken as a general
ruie that the hosband can be .held re-
sponsllble for such bills ns his wife makes
when the artlcles are those commonly
required by women In the same walk
of life or soclal strato.

If n husband allows his wife a certain
fAxed sum for her keep and she spend
this In other ways and then rons up
billg In hls name, be has been held by
the courtaens not llable. If a husband
however should go to the theater with
his wife while she has been wearing a
certaln very costly dress and Inter re-
fuse to pay the bill, It has beea beld
that although he made her a regolar al-
lowance, yet he was responsible for this
partlcnlar dress, as he conntenanced ber

wearlng the same by golng ont in her
company when sho was attired in the
gown,

A notlce publlshed 1n  dally papers

warning ngalost credit extenslons to a
wife and the payment to her of a regn
lar nllowance, 18 always a bar agalost
the hushand belng held responsible for
his wife's dehta. The whole matter I3
rother intricate and one which conatantly
interests marrled people the world over.

Australia’s government savings banks
have S$204.871324 on deposit, equal to
$49.53 per capita of the total papulation
of the commonwealth, The accounts av-
ernge $102.75 each.

N golog away from the United States,

theoretically that his successor to the

presidency, W. H. Taft, may be In 2o

wise hampered In bls conduct of his

office by his whilom sponsor. the ex
president combines business and pleasure
fn a most satisfactory maooper. Hls career
B8 a sportsman In varlous partg of tho
world proves conclusively that hls forth-
coming Afrlcan trlp represents one of his
Iife ambitions. Whether he bags much
or little game, It 18 gafe to prophesy
that be will be more than “dellghted™”
with hls experlences on the hitherto
“Dark Contloent,” hereafter to be |1l-
luminated by the expansive smile of Mr
Roosevelt. Hls chances for scorlog Io his
bunt are excellent, for the preparations
bave beep most complete, opothing having
becn Jeft undone which wouold insure the
gnccess of the trip. The country selected
—Britlsh East Africa, priocipally opear
Lake Victorin Nyanza—bas long been 2
great  hooting ground for adveoturous
sportsmen, and recent reports wounld lo-
dleste that plenty of game awalts the
coming of the former chlef executlyve of
the Unlted States.

In every sepse an amateur expedition,
though particlpated In by veterans lo the
bunting game, the sporlsmen will shoot
everything which thelr leense nllows
President Roosevelt's equipment will  be
more  expensive than a  professiopal’s
wonld be., One reason for thls Is that n
taxldermist out0t will be earried, s=o that
game may be cured and preaerved lmme-
diately after It bas been shot A llon or
leopard, for example would be skinoed
at once, cleaned and trested with a prep-
nratlon of alum. To protect |t from
beetler the sklo will then be soaked lo
turpentine and a patlve rupper will be
dlspatched Imwmedintely with it to the
nearest post for preservation, ns other-
wige the numerons Ineects which fofest
the conntry wounld eat the sklo full of
boles and render 1t perfectly worthless

Although the preslident and hls party
will hunt for everything that they are
permitted to, the real sport and excite-
went will paturally come Ip chasing the
blg game, such as the clephant, rhinoce-
ros and hippapotamus. It Involves more
cournge @nd Jess cupning thap gettiog
the smaller and more dangerous carnlv-
orn. The genersl character of the expo
diflon 15 hest proved by the fact that It
16 not only u hootlog, but a eclentific
explorution trip as well. Natural blstory
materials will be gathered for the United
States goveroment collections, to be de-
poslted with the Smithsonlan Institute,
2t Washington, under whosa direction
this phase of the Presldent’s trelp 18 uo-
dertaken. These specimens will be placed
In the new United States Natlonal Mu-
seum, ot Washiogton, D. O

Leaving New York In March, the rep-
Fescolatlves of the lostitute will locluds
the Presideot and Wis son Kermit (who
will be the official photographer for the
I'.ﬂﬂ.\'), Major Edgar A Meosrns. Medlical
Corps, U. 8. A, retired; Edwmund Heller,
@ Callfornia paturalist, who bas won

Lrimoceros

greal fame, though a young mun, now
connected with the Unlversity of Callfor-
nia, and J Alden Lorlng, of the govern- |
ment sclentific  department, even more
famous ns a naturallst than Heller. It
J. Cunninghame, a famous African gulde
and explorer, English traveler and blz-
game bunter, will Join the party
It was under the direction of Mr. Cun
ninghame and Mr. Frederlek Selous that
the Presldent’s African outfit was gotten
together and sbipped from Loodon. This
cquipment was shipped early In February
for Mowmbesa, Britleh East Africa, where
the Presldent’'s party first go achore. and
where they start on the journey Inland
The Smithsonlan Iostitute outfits the
party with 1te sclentifle apparatus for
curing and preserving the anlmals shot
but the Presldent pays hls own expenses.
Mr. Roosevelt will kill the blg game,
the skins of which will be cured and the
6keletong of which will be prepared for
shipment to the Unlted States.

Although the President does not ex-
pect to be In Mombasa for sometime,
plans have been maturing at that place
for his trip

Sir Alfred Pease, whose guest the ex-
president s to be whila there, will en-
tertain him nt his splendld estate near
Machachus. Mombars. by the way, 1s a
city of 20,000 lohabitants. only 200 of
whom are white, There the party 1a
to bLe Jolned by Phlllp MeMillen, wha
returns from A tiger bhunting expedition
with Lord Mlioto In Iodia, to act as host
at bls renowned shooting-box near Nairo-
bi, which cost over a quarter of milllon
dollars; it possesses within its |imits
every koown adjunct of elvilized comfort,
including electric llghts, telephones and
baths, though located in the midst of
the Jupgles. It is from here that the
ex-president will make his real start for
the {nterior

Mr. Rooscvelt's gulde, Mr. Cuoolog-
bame, is elready at Nulrodl, where he
is gathering carrlers for the trip and
peAfecting the wmony small detalls requil-
sita for so Important an undertaking.
Ao lotereating story is told of his cholca
as gulde. It gppears that there were two
guldes of a'most equal capacity under
consideration, Mr. Cunningbame apd a
mon pamed Judge, When it camo to a
cholce bLetween the two, It was foood
that the prominent sportemen to whom
the declslon wes left werg equally dlvided
oo the matter Discusslon falled to chaoge
toe partisars of eilher gulde, and 1t
finally bed to be agreed to settle the
motter by tosslpg up & cofn. The coin
was fiipped aod Cunninghame won,

To avold the heavy ralps of tho wet
#eason, the ex-president will be cowm-
pelled to llnger nearly three months near
Mombasa He 18 unlikely to cross Lake
Victorin to enter Ugande much before
December. If he walts until then, the dry
seascn will be on for his &7-day march
to Gondokoro, for which fHne weather s
desired.

Advices from the other slde of the ocean
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on the part of sportsmen of all natlous
in Mr. Roosevelt's trlp. Many blg game
enthusiasts are planolng to go out on the
fame steamer with him, ond one aod all
who are 1o o position to afford bim ald
or courlesy are eagerly proffering (t to
bls representatives The owner of the
only herd af buffaloes In Bast Afrlca has
already left his bowe in Cheshire, England,
to make final arrangements for a drive
of at least o thousand head for the ex-
president,

It le ffom the buffaloes, wild plgs and
rogus elephonts alove, so experta de-
clare, that Mr. Roosevelt can expret any
strenuous combat, Lion hunting bas heen
#0 much of a fad now for years that the
klog of beasts has Leen cowed into a
state of subjection wimllar to tbat of his
brethren of the menngerie, who cat grate-
fully frorm the band aod retaln none of
the fierceness of the primeval beast ex-
cept such o8 survives In thelr looks. Ae
cording to Winston Churchill, the African
llon has been chased so ngslduously and
sbot at so often with high explosive
cartridges that he eeldom makes hig
presence known now save after darkness
bas ect 1o, then lLis plainUve monoa may
be heard as he prowls about ke o
byena secking such scraps of meat as
Luve been thrown out of camp,

Oo bls Moo bants, Mr Roosevelt wlil
be gulded by Mr. Selous, who hag a
worldwlde reputation as a hupier of the
#pecies.  He will bave for a monnt ooe
of the hordy ponles which alone secm to
stand the cllroate of the reglon. Mr
Selons hos been quoted as suylog that
ho belleves that there are bardly more
than 3000 adult elephants left south of
the Zambesl River, bot he confesses that
he 18 wot particularly famillar with thix

reglon. and others declars that there
are this romber In the Nalrobl secticn
alone There appears to be bnt lttle

doubt that the ex-pregident and bis party
wili bag al' the elephants, llons and gl

raffes they desire. Accordlog &5 one au-
thority lons are as pleotiful as baby ear-
rloges In Brooklyn, So do autBorltles
ditfer The hunters arlée before day-
break and aoll the work of the camp Is
completed by midday. The blazing heat
renders the afternoon useless except for

n slesta, Not uotll Just previcus to sun-
down is any actlve campaign for gume
undertaken. At that time, the hunters,

followlng the custom of the country, will
dispose themselves vpon the banks of
the rivers, from which polants of vantage
the unlmals cao be picked off g they
come down to drink

The party wlill travel amply provided
with canped menats ond grocerles, bot
will necesvarily depeod upon their own
proviess for fresh ments.  Elephant meat
is as tough os It looks, and few attempt
to masticate It except the low.caste no-
tive beorers; even they do not conslder
It gastrenomleally At untll it has been
huog loog enovgh to become highly
gamey Waterbuck and zeben meat go
Into the same category 08 clepbant went
However, the buntera will flud a food
quite as palatable and nourlsbiog ns the
best Amerlcan beef.  Oryx Impala and
oll mpecles of gazellea are lusclous and
tender, the delleacy of dellcacles bLelog
the cllp sprioger and dlddik  gazelles,
Bave for a certoln out alongslde the
backbone, the bhartebeest must also be
put In the luedible closs

Over 150 patives will be needed as
bearers when the oulfil starts_Into the

lnlvr\o:‘ Each of these will be burdened
with pounds of baggage, but the
major portisn of this will be the riee

requisite for big own consumption, These
porters aro mogtly natives of the Swahill

A2ieoDe
:

trlbe, nmong whom there Is gbharp compe-
titlon for the places. Only the readiest

and  lustlest have been selected The
expedition, fer which, by the way, the
local name Is “safarl,’” will also be ac

compnnoied by two vutlve pollcemen bear-
Ing Snyder rifles, who are kuown o8 as-
kurle. also by o retlune of cooks and
cook's mates. The gun bearers are of
higher caste, they can be relied upon
for no gervice othar than carrylog the
guns of the bunters. Thelr local title
Is shikanrees, nnd they helong to the So-
mall tribe. The head man of the natives
rejolees 1o the euplonlous title of the

Neapora and on march Mr. Roos 1t
will be known as ‘“‘Bwena Kubwa,” or
the Great  Master Mr. Roosevelt's

fitness for thisg title has been amply de
mopstrated lo Albany aod Washington.
He can be safely relled upen to live
up to It even anmoug the upclvilized
From the first publleation of Mr.
Roosevelt's Intentlon of maklog thls ex-
curslon into the fever-laden lands of
East Africa maoy hove been the expres-
plong of solieltude for the effect npon his
bealth of the new climate and conditious
which he bas shown such a determinu-
tlon to fdce It 1a hardly necessary to
gtate thot the advlee veluntarlly afforded
Lim by honters and travelers of all na-
tions will ennble bim to avall bimself
of every known precaution agoinst due-
ger and disease, but be Ik of oo age
when none but the venturcsome take oo
n trip through the Jongle. Tropleal
fevers sbound. Quinloe hns to be ab-
worbed, not as a cure, but as & preven-
tive. If a traveler In those parts has
any physleal weakness, Afrir'n_ Is lkely
to discover and develop it Few white
nen bave been found capable of endur-

-fjf;q,ogpofd b cd

fng the cllmate for a greater perlod than
four or five years, and among those who
spent any length of tlme o that
whether for work or sport. the
mertality has been heavy Mr. Roose-
vell bas the manpifest advantage of eun-
terlng the arena in apparently the most
rugged bealth, Desplte hls overous ofll-
clal work of the past 10 years, he has
never ccosed for a moment to devote a

have

1eglon,

wholesome portion of bls time to active
exerclse He Is unquestlonably In splen-
did trbm for the venture. The climate
nlone Is to be dreaded, but the ex-Presl
dent hag defeated so many apprehensions

fn Els time that the ‘croakers™ have
ahcnt glven bim up as a subject upon
whom to cast the shinlng llght of theic
wisdom, ©Ooply a mlld sbaking of oldef

bends still persists

Corsican Funeral Rites.

HEN a Corslcan dies he or she Is
always burled Io a brand-oes cos-
tume made for this speclal pur-

This does pot merely mean a
shroud te cover the corpse, but a brand-
v costume, Jusl ke Is worn oo hollday
slons among these people

The expense among the poorer classes,
and most of the people are eternally on
the storvation line, takes up all the sav-
Ings frequently of a lifethme. In Corslea
the heat of the cllmate requires burlal
within 24 hours, 0 as soon as o slekness
nessumes a serious phase the famlily nod
nelghbors get together and go to work
hard on the new costume for the ex-
pected corpse,

Fuperal rites are of the greatest Import
ance In Corslen A striking feature of
funerals 18 the presence of lmprovisatores,
that ls. women who make up a sort of
blank verge poem in mewory of the dead
Ot conrse they come by custom to make
up pretty much the same thiong, with
just enough persopal references to each
corpso to make the poetry beloog to the
proper occaslon

These fuperal poewms are chanted In a
slng-song volee over the body and some
of the poetry Is sald to be extremely beeu-
tiful fo a funereal sort of way.

When the body 18 belog carrled out of
the house these womeno mouroers hang
ont the second-story windows and shrlek
laomentations apd tear out baodfuls of
hnlr and drop them onlo the coffin.  Also
there s apotber set of hired women
mourners who walk ahead of the coflin
and cry thelr grief aloud, tearlng thelr
faces with thelr finger opalle. The more
they dlsfigvre themselves the bigger the
pay they get

The widow of Corslen must wear tied
over her eyes a strip of black clath. This
she keeps on for a weok It lu supposed

pose

to stay on oll this time and she I8 led
abont her honse and fed by women
fricods No room In the house of the

dead man can be cleaned for a week npor
can any fire be llghted o It

The cemeterles are flled with stone
buts having o flat roof. In these are kept
Hghted lnmps and offerings of Aowers and
pootry are ploced there for the souls of
the departed. These rites secm pecallac
to Americans, but they are common fo all
orleutal countries and along the Medl-

lerranecan

Condit;;ris in Australia
Booming.

ECAUSE tbe celebrated boom perlod
Bh\ gold minlog in Australin died out

years ago the publie as a geoeral
thing has grown to conslder the blggest
fsland in the world as a sort of dead
proposition from the standpolnt of rapid
growth In population und In  wealth.
Yet nothlog could be furtber frow the
truth, for Australlu sent out last year
more gold than ever the island produced
in its Listory, totaling In all £100,000,000
fo gold bulllon, whereas in 1893 there was
only $15,005 000 mined.

However, the fact that the gold felds
are all now practically long since staked
ount and belong to organized companles,
with thousands of stockbolders, has taken
the Auostrallan gold tields out of the news-
papers, aod only aceounts of romantle
discoveries of proportlionately small quan-
titles of gold by a peor starviog miner
are occasionnlly seen. Oa the other hand,
the fact that Austrulinn gold companies
have grown enormously rich during the
pust few years has only been mentioned
In the annunl repsris of the vacious or
gonlzed companies ownlog the mines.

But Australin has another source of
wealth not so spectacular as the gold
flelds, but ylelding far greater sums of

money—these ore the vast herds of sup-
erb sheep, whose wool Is acknowledged
the very finest In all the svorld. It takes

the gverage family in comfort. ;

The Jund needed to handle this many
sheep and to allaw ground for wheat
growlng, In additlon, with all the neces-
sury tools, will cost nhont £20,600.

Of course, few emigrants to Anstralla
are worth this full amonnt, but the gov-
ernment of the various pravioces sell the
land on long and casy terms, and so £5,000
1# amply sufficlent to start the famlily.

So rapldly do these familles nequire In-
dependence that o from threa to five
years they usunlly pay off the fodebted-
ness of the government. This 18 shown,
of course, by the books kept of the
smounts owing to the goverament by the
omigrapts. Wages ruon from $2 to §4 per
day for egkilled und.umt):lll»d laborers, aod
this feland 18 really no extremely wealtby

sectlon of the globe.

u flock of 2,000 sheep In Australla to keep .
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